[image: image1.png]Kensway©






                                           May 2010 NEWSLETTER

Hi All,

 April proved quite an eventful month for me. Herschel Girl’s School in Cape Town invited me down for a week to run a series of workshops for teachers and parents. Feedback was very encouraging and as a result I have been invited by another school for a similar visit which is going to take place in August. 

I’ve also begun analysing all the data that has come in from parents that volunteered in helping me with my doctorate. Significant changes have been reported in virtually all areas of behaviour and learning of the children of these parents. As I receive more and more positive feedback I have no doubt that ‘Parenting 911’ can make a significant contribution in dealing effectively with children, especially those who have barriers to learning.

This is a short note that I received from one of the teachers who attended the workshop in Cape Town:

‘Hi Ken,
A week later and my class has REALLY improved. I’m feeling far less stressed too not having to shout all the time and gaining more control every day.

I really hope that you start a teacher’s programme, cos I really feel it was what every school should be using! Thanks again, you’re an inspiration!

Jean ‘
In my last few newsletters I discussed the various educative mistakes that are made which result in a Problematic Educational Situation (PES). Over the next few months I will be discussing Disturbed relationships as factors of the PES.

Several possible disturbances in the family situation can be educatively obstructive. The relationship of the parents is a co-determinant of their relationship with their children as well as the relationships between the children. This relationship between their children also influences the relationship of understanding between the parents. In other words, there are a multitude of interacting complex relationships within the family which means that when difficulties arise, confusion and conflict arise which disturbs these relationships.
· Neglected affective relationship
In order for a child to feel secure, a child needs to experience demonstrated love from its parents. However, often the parents are too busy to show this love spontaneously, or if they are cold, unemotional people, they are not in a position to give the child the love and personal warmth that is essential. In these situations, a cozy family atmosphere is missing and the fact that a child has a right to a bright sunny childhood is ignored.

Affective neglect does not necessarily refer to deficient amounts of love but also to the other extreme where the love displayed is excessive. The consequence of deficient love is an unsatisfied child whereas excessive love results in the child being satiated. Regarding a deficient amount of love, Ter Horst, a well known Dutch educationist says: Love is a core category of educating. It makes a child’s personal growth and education a possibility and secures his humanness. Withholding love is a contradiction. One who is loving shouldn’t withhold it, not even during a conflict or scolding. A young child has nothing worse to overcome than a deficiency in love. If the parents are emotionally absent, unloving, pre-occupied and not in contact with their child, this has a significant negative impact on the child’s growth to adulthood as feeling unloved makes the world gray and without perspective.
Feeling unloved usually manifests itself in feelings of rejection and an inability to connect in an emotionally healthy way with others. A child lacking in a loving attachment with his parents has an emotional longing for acceptance and remains affectively needy. Often he responds by looking for attention and behaving inappropriately in a quest to feel loved, wanted and accepted.

On the other hand, a child who receives too much love becomes egocentric. He does not cultivate a healthy, realistic sense of his place in the world. His world revolves around himself and in later adult life he may become disillusioned by the demands of a cold, businesslike world.
Parenting 911 news
Parenting 911 workshops are held on a regular basis and if you or anyone else that you know are interested in a free presentation of the programme, please let me know. The response to the presentations is usually excellent with many parents enrolling for the workshop as a result. Each workshop consists of 2 x 3 hour sessions and whereas virtually all other parenting programmes offer advice on what you should do as a parent, Parenting 911 shows you how to do it!

Please feel free to contact me for any family issues, be it parenting, marriage or siblings. As things start freezing up, keep warm and enjoy your parenting.

‘til next time,

Ken
“Helping you,


Help your family,


Help themselves”.
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